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Translation:

NeuGen Fund raises close to $800,000 to help children and families of reformed offenders
by Xiong Dan Rui

NeuGen Fund held its inaugural charity gala dinner at the Ritz Carlton, Millenia Singapore, raising
approximately $793,096 from the event including a charity auction to support children and families
of reformed offenders.

In his welcome speech, Mr Joshua Tay, Chairman of NeuGen Fund shared a heartbreaking story
of a mother who was in and out of prison for seven or eight times. Among her seven children, she
has lost contact with five of them due to the multiple incarcerations. It was also revealed that she
was a victim of sexual abuse by her drug-addict father.

“Stories like this are extremely common among the families we have come across at NeuGen.
Parental absentees, limited financial resources, lack of proper moral guidance, childhood traumas
— are some of the key factors in explaining how children growing up in families where one or both
parents had been or are currently serving time in prison, are likely to end up in the system

’

themselves. We term this “intergenerational offending’.

NeuGen currently supports an average of 600 children with incarcerated parents, through
initiatives such as bursary awards, after-school activities and others to prevent intergenerational
offending.

President Tharman encourages more to support the children with challenging growing up
years

In his opening address, President Tharman Shanmugaratham encouraged more support from
public to help these children.

“We have to appreciate how difficult it is to grow up with a parent in prison. Grappling with feelings
of abandonment. Sometimes having to step up and be a caregiver for younger siblings while the
remaining parent goes out to work. The impact can reverberate in their lives for years.”

At the event, there were a total of 24 items put up for charity auction, with the most spotlight on
an exclusive “Unbroken” collection by local potter Kim Whye Kee featuring eight handcrafted bowls
restored using kintsugi technique. The collection, adorned with finishing touches by President
Tharman and his wife, was successfully auctioned off at $38,000.

The kintsugi technique is a traditional Japanese art of repairing pottery with a blend of gold and
lacquer, to make the finished product uniquely beautiful. This drew striking parallels to the lives of
NeuGen’s beneficiaries, embodying the belief that, like the bowls, individuals can be mended,
reconstructed and emerged into something uniquely remarkable.
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